I do agree with the authors, however, when they conclude that steps must be taken to avoid the threats they see triggered by the genetic revolution. Rather than leave the genetic future to the "unplanned interaction of social forces, we need to use the political process to increase the chances that our genetic future will be democratic and harmonious" (p. 109). While I agree that the appropriate use of governmental power is needed to respond to the challenge (see Blank, 1981) , I remain unconvinced by the authors' analysis in Chapter 8 that a genetic lottery would meet this challenge. Instead, it seems that a more basic debate is essential, one that the authors do not discuss. For while Mehlman and Botkin have much to say about the insurancebased health care system and the problems of distributing resources fairly, nowhere do they suggest that the real threat to democracy is already with us: the great discrepancy in wealth in U.S. society. I would argue that the exist- In summary, although this book raises many troubling issues for both Jews and Gentiles, it is definitely worth reading because it is important for all of us to take a good hard look at ourselves. It is not pleasant to have one's elaborate self-serving self-deceptions closely scrutinized, especially by others, but it is arguably necessary to our continued coexistence and survival on this planet.
